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Are c”1 spill ~, 1’;±’:~~t 5’jun” ucct’rre.i $t:rnz tJ’e oc.riy inrv~ fl9 !‘oar~ of !tpril 26. 19?
ri tk T~oco cAl rot in’~ry pEr, iwcc’rtcs, i.hilo llnitc’c’ 1rar.~:’orLnt1on uer~~’a,.y (Pa’t!rjt
Sosmnd Tu:; 6 i’:rrrj, i~ar~•~ ~Ul?was rxvi’:lrsg ZOJiOD barrels of :2 diesel ai for url;rry
to I;urlia.’ton r!&r~Lern In Seattle.

Accore hug to ::~. •~n;)~~~ KC~, (:cperal ~ncc’r~rof Puvot Sound Tin? ard !3~rga (PSflu), or,o-
I~s1f ffn 43.%u“Fri

be -A coped t~’ liar~r’ :n’. !aei:iq 1~C•~?: al. Tey&’rc. the ren4flhii3 cva-4ei1~%!?S to CI1l& iith s’e~l ‘ducts. SeruItanoGL’t, lo~iwi o~ M ta;ts C’ai~S1( U) tO
— . .• . sr •. ‘ . ama . •. —

.,.rttD £Dt’;sSI so £4 U.S tilt: t1ugsi:a~• Us asp. ; I .J. r.t. c&’JULtL UL.J. .4 r’ ‘ ~u, ~3S mCAflLU
.ucdirrj etton~!ant s~iut u?? fle pi~ips st:tI:r t!’et a~proxirat.Yiy 2’,~OO ~,:,rrr,~shad br~:
r’,1 lvc•red. T1’~ !‘SflD tsui’erre:. qw~.tioau~ the quLntl ty roced’tzl slnc~ t:-n tcnks vero
nit tojpsc off. An investl;:diAon fcUcr.i~d ~:hici: r:veflod tn~ tLe sea cock tiz’z left
o’tn ci’Jri#19 tir~ aMir.~ lo’din9 iiperat1c:i. The zen c.~c!c r’psrs ‘nlo•s till w;ter i~!1t Odd
Is assail I’:’ tankon’an to fiusi; o~t tin L’arz~ Nr

1ks t:~th sea watt: whici’ is frocauo’.~t
d:.ne ~tc: off—lo&inu whiTh tin bLrjjA i: ‘irC~- way. Accordi~~ to ite Ce~;t c~u.:~ci, the
soc cock volvo l:arclle on till was og.n i~:oI”e revolutions and :ashad i~ t~eZ posi don.

The Co.rt Gawr’1 was notifi’~d of the spill by PSThs eWx~st i~neeiatoly. The icfor~•tio.s
was fc’twr dad to akib ~cCcrnick• ~~DE~!orV~ic~Regional ::a~~~er early trwat !:l•3Cfl1 v~.
At anproxira’ttly O&CO the C5pLln of Vw Port (COiP) kcleased to urn press a sLate:~.ont
t1.~t tflCl gallons o? 2 dk,& oil i&~ !.c::’ spilled at Ancnrtas. Sob I!zCorriick coNed
;:a c!w1”~ 3P3) i”:d rcThyccl t’•:’ mfor’?iatlnn t!vtt the Coast St’rr’I h&d gi’~m turn. I no~ific•d
ilirector Sicegz’ of?icu 3111 concect.A inn, Provost few t:en and eqt’ip:’3nt. Pvovost awl
;kcc4’,Airl: arrony~r fer t3ob $lshcp anti J~;Ifl :In!:!;zotl to rnnduLt Quo i’iizial Thvestic’cUon.
Bi;h:i kit Ols;vla witil tl.’ 14—Foot Lost’w. Whaler in tuw ciii pic~t up IMr,sor, at
RcG.~nd. They a;rivcd trw Aa~srtes shortly cdter no&n.

I called Uch in cf PST&B obout OZ~~O. .r. Roe scid he left Seattle arour~
4 OW’) for

Anacor;’?s en’! t’~s
8t !se Thx .c~ r&iwirv Cock a!,out 07C10 wI.erc !.z could c’~ vat’ Ii ttlts

011, but Ut dlcrc’i call odor tios stro::.i. fla retur,cd to Seattie warn-u he tsas k~sc1e\a
with vd 1$ frow t1e j)?OSS; tn,:rofore ha d3D3tC~ied to the 5CCfl3 Wa) tugs, a sh~’l tCX ~fraft
tu~;. Lhr;’: o;’:.ea ha ‘is, sstv.’ral hur,$red ?~‘t of ~torI, be r~’r ;;isr ski t’~r~ zori’ants :md
±5to 30 iun. Hit sru’ ~he’~r ii sad r.,:hipAu::i v;ar.~ crrcnaLu. si(: va S fl4t S”i ;~ 45 y~t Lcd
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k~aco4es Oil Spill of April 26

U.n h.~j t.4 ~otI. .WI, lb sU :. ...JL..i~...a •‘~e a a.a~..s ..s .... alec, SLamac&c.iCeIadI reports con—
cerninci the spiN ani continur:d to roDcrt tn’z qhJ~iflti 1w it 6,001; ~! ions. McCormick
cal led is I. approrn:.4tcly 2J0J a. :nrf&y ev’tni n:~ &:;4 ‘did Lhat ho t:ioti’ !mt the spill was
i~ore scrigr:s ttr~n I irA 1ndkado~s. k’rl&t sboLs s.cua on television thaL evening
1,,Jicc/ ‘.‘ to ,:o that the QL ntty ~:as:.;‘c i~.r3 t~n bS’~~ gz’lloa.s. 1 told i•kcornick
that I i’ouk c’ri¶t ~oAmncrrt~s early ti’~ r=:~t nzwratnn. Jcrry Belie,8 culled later lii
the evenir’cj arid ‘:zkcd P12 to ‘w to Anacin iris &rasl co~rdinatc ooorations req&rdia9 the Oil
spill. J mai~L1cno’J that I I:~d cheady ta~ke~ Lo I!o!t ~cCorr:ick&iid was ~ tied to
drlvl.r, t’ th~ scero U’~ n2xt rr’~:r:. t1 I ?r! t V sitt.~tion ~rrranb2 a fll2ht
to An~cn1es; tfler3Tcre we r~”~ t:~~t J t3Uid td:e oIl as early as pc’sslLie, fly over
the .pl i~ rrca a~d plot th: Mi lic±. Mtrr tn ti ;~t I t:ouli rnzet ~:1thLI.e Pugut
Sound Tug and &rgo cr4 Teroz’ rauresentatives.

I was uri~b1e to cont.ct ~wvcre Air Servicc’ trt c’rn1n~; ho~::vcr. I did get tkui
shortly ft:c OFCO Ti’~;Cay, April 27, aW s:I.ojt’ladI a pick up :t Cepitol Lake for
O2ti~). Tue nnrt—Ic~ur dfIay prrvtit t1.~e to ‘ispatcli i~oro mn and eqt’ip::ent to the scene.

Bishop ‘rd Hudgson stayed at ItcdLouid ilOndoy night and returned tn A;mcortes early
Ta:~scl,\y. !~o’i Ccvii t and Gary ;r ~ 1 inre sent te the scone tutu the =3-fo3t Fiber-
f,hal air! Ik.C’r.:rlc!: ~cp1oycdJob;; Arnqvlst dli’.! Steu .!ess.’ais frori tha Re&.ora office.
vat ut’. b reeL et t.L! Skyhn.: ),ut Ik;rbc.r ~L POD ‘sic!’ ~et’1drroviCe ample t1r~e
tar ~o to s:’r”oy 1’e are’i frc:a 12?! air. The flight t:c’uid pruvhh tne 1nfon::~tic,n uvon
• tIe h ~,:—awn..I.’ !r.e.~ n.~’ ast ;..,.,.~

~i11 Pear; of I’ntn~e Air Servlzo pIcked na un at Ci~pito1 Lake ckrtiy afte’ 0900 on
27 Jyrii. (Kr first oil slick citings t~cra near S~:u;th 1<Iand. Heavy concontrqtlons
were ;ut& In the channel o”er IlcArthur ~ west of Smiti island and sOuth of kopez
Island. Oil slic.I:s were iaote:t vest of Alkri Island and a1on~g the north shcre 01
But rows I!lar,d. A 1~rgo slick ras not’~d In ~osar1oStrcit at the confluence of
DelVrzhoc and Cut*nms Clianmnir. ZIiore1iri~ co:.tz:;ina Lion icas noted alonq ti’o south
and ~icst sido of Cypress Island ~n4clo:3o th-i south, nnrth and east side of Cnms
Isi’ tin. I!eavy concentratic’ns i’.’,ro noted Jr the bays of Dsotur isla’id and the southern
ciii ef Lorsex lsin’J. iY oil w~ observ’,d in i~d1fla Cay whore lane flocks of bThc!c
bracdt ~ia;c seen. lime !.tavie•,t nil cowe,,•.rir~ior~s t’oro noted off Siitb Island, In
Roserlo SI rc;L &fl’i Aior4I tk* soiZh shore .4 SI’CILcS Jslcu’. Clean-up crews were oSserved
on Gutews Izlard end bird cc ktttr: WtWC active on tha be:chcs.

lie landed at S!yl 1110 Coat K:’~t’r z,round 1 ~OO. I cal led C~a Pratt end reportcd wy
obsorv~tir’:s. I also caller’ ~~c(,o¶%ric~w%o rifcrnd iv” tnt a correction hcd bcoi
ro1cas~:tJ in tk quaaiLity 01 cii spilled Uaaii3ibjI Lii’! liLtare ho..’ 5A0U gallons to
5,009 borrels.

The I~E field crow net at ShMnc I•~at ‘r” ‘r ‘t nw,. “e r’~vt”—! into four ~r•
iah q~otI;) was Isseed a ~..i..i ..e:Au :.. .~• ..•zzkr ~.i;i U.... .......ArIt tut wc
teporL in on ts:e io~ir. iiessmn 30d Arn’~uist. travel i:rj by car, ronitorad the be
clear—n .~ 5jny 3S a..

Fin~1 ‘Rotht:::1 1 1:: trc’ ii’)e) form, i.;.tetLsi Vt? ~ 1. %a.!’fl! u( {b:r%rs is b”’i i’v,d • •
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wJ kcd out about two urn iics of beach where west of the birds on the Island soe~ied to be
curc.tntra ted. I observed lange flocks of scnoulls end Diack bnandt and numerous birds
01 otkr species includiwj divin~~ duc!:s an’] si.ore birds. All birds on the Island seemed
to 1-c’ healt!iy. On the return trip to Skyline Voat liarluor in skIrted lopez, cypress and
Guoucts lslinCs ac,aln and noted the principle oil slick concentrations r*inained south
of Lopez !slcnd, in Rosanlo Strait, in Guenes Channel end along the south shore of

At. 1409 1 ;qet with tl,e Coast Guard On-Scene-Ce:miander and India try off icki s at the
Texaco refinery. Captain licCornack. USCG, and representatives of Puget Sound Tu(’ and
Bdrge, Pac ~iar Services, EPIi, Texaco and Foss Launch and Tug Company i:cre present. 1
rc.~o:’tcd ny cbservatlons of thc oil slick locations which agreed with those of U’e
(‘r•zs t Guard. .lr. Roe reported thin t Pucet Sound Tug and uarge had five tug boats, three
OjtC,i boats, mop cot skinner, six hundred fret of plastic boom, 500 bac’s of sorbant
L.lte:Ti.l, six vehicles, hand tools and thirty men on the scene, tug crews riot inclu~od.
Ykt combi tic d ratapower reso:irces of iCX3 ‘:0, rac ; :ar, Foss and Puget Sound Tug arid barge
w:re available If needed. kne said the rican-up crews wc,uld continue to work the south
hsc:atJi of GoeLes Island and chat additic,nal crews would be assigned, if necessary, to
ti’e south bcach of lopez Island early Uednesde’y morning. rtoc ordered two fire-~ionltor-
e’wipped ta•is w work toe area south of l.opaz Island Tuesday night. An effort would Lie
Linda ta bred up tisa large oil slick in that sector usln9 1:1gb pressure streams of water.

‘~. Byrd. Reninnal Denotv Dirpctor i~ndn~ ~ Anna infn~jwwI w~ that ~h’ ‘I.’si CTh?’en.
: Spill ChIef for EPA was ~tic in BreW lidShiiilgtOfl, D.C. aM t!.~t ~!r. din Uill~~inau,

iwt, 1135 on his way up from Portlatid, Orcw~on. The EPA fielded eight people durino the
Ar~~cortes incident including one public relations man, two bIologists, bio lawyers,
lJryS, W.n Cle3ve and 3k Ilillrann.

J teturned to the Skyline Boat Harbor where the WE field group met to evaluate the
clays inforration and formulate activities for Wednesday. Everyone agreed that the
principle arca requiring clean up was the south beach of Guerees Island. A small cove
ott time southeast tip of the island also was heavily contnnlrated. We decided that 1
wc’dd make e~, early morning surveillance flIsht on the trip up which would provide
current 1nforr.t~tlon on oil slick locations. Three WOE personnel remained In Anacortes
that night tiluile the other four returned to their respectIve homes. I made arrangemnits

Bill Peters of Keruanre Air Service for a 0700 pick-up at Capitol Lake the following
;orni ng.

Peters arrived shortly after 0700 on Wednesday, 28 April. When we arrived at Smith
Islamd no oil slicks were visible. lie covered a broad section of water from Whidbev
islend to San .luan Island; however, no oil slicks were observed, lie inspected thc
boys on the south end of Lopez Island, and skirted the shoreline around cyress and
£i’.ines Islands. Padilla Day and the beaches of Fidalgo Island and hecatur Island also
w.~ro exami:m2c) closely. :~itI, the exception of slight traces of oil at a relativeiy
1et1 locations, the only oil observed in significant quantities was confined to the
south beach of Guemes Island. .llme oil slIck had degraded leaving only the soufl shore
ot Guer~as Island requiring clean-up.
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I•ieino to Jim h;ehlke
Anacortes Oil Spill of April 26

I landed at Skyline Boat Harbor and telephoned Clar Pratt at Olympia and Bob McCormick
at Redmond. I told i•lcCormiclc we would not need Hodgson, Messman or Arnquist on the
scene and sent Gary Rothuell back to Olympia with the Boston Whaler. This loft Ron Devltt,
Bob Bishop and I at Anacortes. At Director Biggs’ request I made a one-hour helicopter
flight with Reed Brown, UDS, around Padilla Bay, Guemes Island and Cypress Island
observing waterfowl damage. During the flight, Brown and I counted about 200 birds
that appeared to be distressed. tlost were grebes, coots, scoter, merganzers and scaup.

I had the chopper land at the Skyline Boat Harbor where Bishop and Oevitt were waiting.
We took the ferry to Guemes Island and walked out about one mile of the south beach.
This area was the hardest hit by the oil. The base lines of big boulders were strewn
with dead and dying animals such as snails, chitons, limpets and crabs. Claws were
laying on the beach with valves agape. Live clams also were noted and under rocks some
shore crabs seemed essentially unaffected. Two or three blennies were observed that
were alive and both live and dead starfish were seen. We took pictures of the beach
and collected samples of clams for analysis.

We checked the progress of the beach clean-up along the south beach and In the small
cove on the southeast tip of the island. Host of the heavy oil had been picked up with
Fiberpearl; however thin slicks persisted as oil leached out from the beach gravel on
incomin9 tide. Crews were lining the beach with gunny sacks filled with Fiberpeari
to absorb it. For two or three hours Wednesday afternoon, fifty U. S. Navy volunteers
from Hh!d!~ey Island esclztcd In thi: operation. D~ch clean—up wts &lsu ii. pkti~ress

the west end of the south beach.

We drove to North Beach on Guemes Island to visit the animal care station which was
set up in the Mitchell home. About 20 volunteers had processed some 300 bltds.; One
hundred fifty were either coil ected dead or had died at the station , 130 had :been
cleaned and flown to the clinic in Seattle and 20 more were awaiting shipment: Of
the 130 shipped to Seattle, 105 had died. Total birds processed by the volunf&ers
throughout the emergency amounted to 360. ~iortalities of birds cleaned by the volunteers
amounted to about 80 - 85 percent through Thursday, 29 April.

I returned to the Skyline Boat Harbor where I called the Texaco office to learn that
the COTP with staff had left for Seattle. Apparently, it was their intention to close
the case.

I flew back to Olympia that evening and had Bishop and Devitt return with the Fiberform.
Ron Lee was to be in the area on Thursday; therefore, I planned on spending Thursday
catching up on reports regarding the spill.

About 1000, 29 April, Captain McCormack called complaining that Jim Willmann had just
called him demanding the OSC return to Anacortes. iicCormack said that Willmann had
refused to agree to close the case and he Indicated that Willmann had been making some
unreasonable demands on PST&B regarding clean-up. I left for Anacortes at noon prepared
for an overnight stay. I met Willmann, It. Stone, and Mr. Roe at the Texaco office
and the four of us travelled to Guenies Island toqether. Clean-un was still In prooress
4.1 H”i r~eei ~ I’ ..q.t — 4•. — — 4’1-’ ~ ~t .?3 a21 ‘~‘.ts ‘alt ‘~uace

ciceable, however, the slick was a very thin film that leached out of the beach gravel
U:: dyreed Ju ;...2~e one icorii oi1svrvation ?‘cp of Lie iLa.;&iate area on Friday eaiorninq. If
no slicks requlr1n~ clean-up were noted on that fI i9ht we tmould close the case at n;’on
FriUay, npri I 3’.
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A Goast Guard helicopter picked up Jim Willmann, Van Cleave, Lt. Stone and I at the
Anacortes airport. We covered the entire area from Smith Island north to Sinclair
Islar

1d &ulu Igo~n ?a&illa Lkay west to Haro Strait. wily faint traces of oil were seen.
These were thin slicks which were located primarily off the south shore of Guer.es Island.
We landed at Texaco where a meeting tic held with representatives of tIDE, EPA, PSThB and
Texaco. It was agreed that the clean-up phase of the oil spill incident would be terminated
as of 1200, 30 April 1971. i’ir. Roe noted that they would continue their efforts in
breaking up the film along the south beach of Guemes Island through Friday, April 30.
I pointed out that only the clean-up phase of the incident was closed; the damage and
penalty assessment phases remained open.

On Friday afternoon we conducted spot observations at D’Arvy Island and Discovery Island
west of San Juan Island in Canada. We also examined about two miles of beach at two
locations on San Juan Island and two locations on the south shore of Lopez Island. ~4o
mortalities or other damage was observed that could be attributed to the diesel oil
spill that occurred at Anacortes.

In a final analysis of our response to the Anacortes oil spill, our initial reaction
was somewhat suppressed due to the Coast Guard’s report of 5,000 gallons instead of
5,000 barrels. He also were remiss in verifying, the quantity lost; hoiiever, in the
past we have not approached Industry with suspicion. We had seven men on the scene
throughout the critical period and one or more men were present until the case was
closed on Fr1cay~ April 32. Accerdin~ to our centlngcncy pThn, thIs was a iiii~i~V

s111 not reqt;irii~g a niassive clean-up effort and therefore not requiriae9 mobIlization
our Oil Spill Action Plan.

HBT ml


